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The Emp Yung League, Korea’s Patriotic Assassins, W ho
- Have Sworn to Drive Japanese Out of Ther Country

THE UNRULY JAPANESE ELEMENT WHICH 18 FLOODING I(IOREA.

BY FRANK G, CARPENTER.

Seoul, 1500.

The situation. hers in Korei: ls much
the same as that of the Philippines at
the close of our war with . Spain. It
is even worse on account of the horde
of low clags Japanese who Are gver-
running the country, and in many
cases  outraging the natives, The
average Horean cannot believe: that
Japan is anxlous to develop thls coun-
try for his good, and he 'considers 1t
A patriotic duty to drive out the so-
called invaders. There are organjzed
socicties of Insurgents who have sworn
to klll'any Japanese soldier or citizen
if they catch him apart fromr his fel=
luws., Emall bands of thesd socletles
are now seattered all over Korea, They
have talken Into thelr ranks the dis-
affected and raseally’ officlals  who
have lost thelr jobs by the Japanecee
,taking! hold or the government, as
well as idlers and ex-soldlers, and
even the old/bandit element which has
ror generations preyed upon  the coun-
iry.

sln the meantime the Japainess army
is doihgz all It can to wipe out these
insurgents, ,General Hasegawa, the
commeaender-in-chief, has _something
1ike 20,000 men in the fleld. These
mre scattered rrom one end of Korea
to. the other, and they shoot or hong
thé insurgents on sight. For a time
the military poliey. was to wipe ouat
every vidlage which was found to be
harboring insurgents, and to-day all
who feed or coneeal suth men are
ishot without mercy.

Within the past year it Is estimated
that something llke 12.000 people have
been killed on the charge of belng
insurgents,  The chronicles of the in-
surrections and the numberg killed and
wounded are published from - day. to
day In the Seoul Presgz, which is.the
organ:of the government, and forelgn-
era who hrve kept count tell me that
the deaths are running very close to
L.0o0 per month.  This seems an enar-
nious  numbaor, especlaliy as the au-
thoritles say that the conditlons ure
srowlng better and, better, and that
Lhe robels, | with the.  exception  of
bandits ‘and professlonal . brigands,
“hiave  almost | disappeared,  Thera is
fno doubt but that JrRpan must man-
age Korea WIith a strong hang If she
would: bring about peaca and order,
Lur. it - is questionable whether . her
methods arve not oversavere.

Dibled Versns (he Revolver,

And  suill the sltuation s serious,
There are, perhaps, 15,000,000 people
on this peninsula, and. If the rebellion
is allowed to o on this gpuerrilla war-
targ WLl be-continued for years, The
Ioroans are, to some - aextent, divided
up into pariles.  There ara a number
of pro-Japanese who are accepting the
situatlon, cutting off thely topknoie
ang taking ‘advantage of the new
clvillzation. The rebels consider these

men, traftors. to their country, and
they shoot them' even more readily
than the Japanese themsaolves, At tha
same time the pro-Japanese Inform

upon their: enemies among tho: insur-
genta and ald the saldlers in hunting
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them down.
for a Korean now traveling over thel
country to: show that he {8 not
favor of the Japanegse government. If
he wears forelgn clothes or has cul]
off his halr he Is - almost sure to be
potted by ihe rebels gooner or later;
and he may be shot upon sight.

A curlous phase of this situation ls
that the Korean Christlans are sup-

|
Inj

posed to be neutral or not In favor|

‘of the Japanese government, For this
repson if a Korean traveler |s met by
r band of Insurgenis he tries to con-
vingee them that he belongs to our
church, The rehelse make him prove
hls faith, and demand that he sing a

hymn or recite the Lord's prayer. He
Iz’ sometimer asked to say the Ten
Commmandments as  well. Indeed, an

Increased demand for hymn hooks and
Blbles {n Korea has sprung up, and
many who ara nect Christlans buy these
to carry with them over the country,
They are better than revolvers, ang
often eave the life of the owner.

The Emp Yung League.
largest' assoclation of these
rebels Is known as the BEmp Yung
League. The people hei'e pronounce
it Weep Yung. It means the ever|
rightepus and patriotic army, and its
members are sworn to kil all Jap-
Enese, found alofie, upon sight. It was
to: this league that the assassins who
murdered Durham TWhite 'Stevens ba-
longed, and |t s  sald there . aro
branches of it In the Hawallan Islands,
In the Unlted Siates and elsewhera.

The *Emp-~ Yungs operate In small
bands,  Thesw lave no organized
forces, and they,are merely guerrillas.
At first they were largely ‘composed of
patriots who had sworn to dla for
their country. They are now made up
of the dissatisfied of all sorts.  Many
of them are ex-soldiers of the Korean
army, which was dlsbanded by the
Japanese at the time when they de-
posed the old Emperor and put his son
in" his piace,

They haveo no money, ::.n'd live 'on
the willages. This faet puts 'the peace-
loylng: Iorean between the devil ‘and
tha deep sea.  When o bang of Tebals
comes Lo him and demands money or
food he replies that he dara not glve
i Tor the Japaneze soldiers will shuot
him nag scon as’ they learn he | has
helped the Insurgents. Thereupon the
rebels reply: "“Well, If you don't glve
Us what we want ‘we wlll kill you
It you glve up, you have
at'any rate the chance of llving o day
or:-so longer. Otherwiss vou will dje,”
The rebels mean what they say, and
the willagers know- 1t They glve, and
In_ many cases are actually slanght-
ered by the Japanese soldlers foriglv-
ing.  Indeed, I.am told that many of
the so-called Insurgents whose dentha
ara rteported In' the' newspapers are
members of villnges wwho huve thus
forcibly been made to harbor insur-
gents, L

‘The Soldiery and-the Chelstlans.

The goldlers are  {nstrizcted to' put
down | the 'insprgents, and (hey: hava

The
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i'ple, end the average native will

trouble n finding out who the insur-
gonts. are, The native Christiens are

ally neutral, but the soldiers sus-
them, Not long ago they sur-
rounded a church far off in the in-
terfor, where 300 people were wWor-
The officer Instructed the
pasmr to go on with his devotions, but
25 goon as church was over he cor-
ralled the members as they came out
and asked thelr names. As he did so
he looked over a list of the suspects
in the pelghborhood and checked the
names off. Al the close he let them
nll go. He sald thesa people are all
Christlans and must not be molested.

Another church was less merclifully
treated, the =soldlers stopping | the
congregation and tearing up thehymn
hooks. What provoeation they had
I do not know.

From a large army like thls, scat-
tered In small bands over the country,
away from ‘their officers, thers are
bound to he outrages now and then.
One emall officer, for Instance, upon
being told not to tle his horge in the
churchyard because
trees, curfed the sexton and cut him
over the head with his gword. This
was reported’ by ihe missionaries and
the maen was degraded.

I have met forelgners who  have
claimed that they were badly treated
by soldiers by whom they werse stopped

JWwhen traveling over the country. One
‘such tuse was that of A. R. Welgall,
an Australian mining -englneer, who

had his wife with him. The soldlers
Insulted the latter, and Welgall nar-
rowly escaped belng shot. The treat-
ment of Mrs, Weignll was barbarous.
The Japanese excase this, howevar, by
saying that Welgall refused to glve in=
formation about’ himself to the sol-
dlers, When they ‘agked him how old
e was he said, “One hundred and
ten,” and he clalmed that his name
was King Edward the 8ixth, and that
he lived in Buckingham Palace, Slm-
llar answers given to a company of
oup troops in “the Philippines would
notlead to good treatment, although
none of them would ecommit the bar-
barity angd indecencies performed by
this Japanese squad.

o, Koreuns Axalnst Koreans,

It is also claimed that'a great deal
of the'fighting 1s o -matter of private
warfare between the I{oreans. There
is. no end of feuds among theses peo-
do
anything to bring about the death of
those ngainst whom he has a personal
srudge, .

The Japanese do not understand the
Iforean language, and. they have to
rely. upen the natlves as spies and in-
terpreiers.  Such men point out those
whom they hata  as -insurgents, ang
ag a result have them killed. The Jap-
anese have taken many of the aid
Korean soldlers into thalr police force
and are "using them as gens d'armes
throughout the country. '‘Such Koreans
nre much more cruel than tho Japanesa
themselves, and they ‘are belleved to
be responsible for a'large ‘proportion
of nttacks upon the 'so-calleq’ fnsur-
Zonts,

A The Country Unanfe.

With condltlons 1llkke these, thp coun-

try’ s unaafe ;ur foreigncry \vhnn
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THE KOREANS

traveling without some kind of prolec-
tion. The XKorean people believe
the missionaries and the rabels reSpect
them, but many +of the bands are lg-
norant to an extreme,
tance they cannot tell the difference
hetween a Japanese and a European.
Many Japanese 'dresg In  European |
clothes, and the relels are prone to
think any man s0 dressed a Japanase.
and to shoot him on sight. Not -long
ago Mr, Erdman, a Presbyterlan mis-
slonary 4t Talku, about 100 miles
north of Fusan, went on a lrip over
the' country. He hag on a khakl sulit,
and khaki is the color worn by the
Japanese =oldiers when In the field. ‘As
a result, he was taken for a Japanese,
and narrowly escaped -with his lifa.
The rebels who captured him. inslsted
he ' wag lylng when he told thém he
wns a misglonary and an American.
It was only his falr hair and blue oyes
that enabled Nhim Lo hold them back|
until- seme more Intelligent Koreans|
arrived ‘and convineed ‘his eaptors tlat
he was speaking the truth. Another
missionary who waa traveling in black
clothes was also attacked and had o
NArTOw. escape, f
The Rebels and Our Consul-General.
Some of these me Tungs operate In
the mountaing, not far from the capi-
tal, and’ pleasure parties .from Seonl
are often in danger. A few months
ago Mr, Thomas Sammaons, the Ameri-

‘ean consul-general, 'took A plenic frip

with his’ wifae'nnd son into the moua-
tains near liers. They went 'In chalrs
and jinrinkishas, and the son, whao ls
now a student in Harvard University,
led the procession. Hé was dresssil
in khak!, and a bd¥nd of five rebels
caught ‘sight of 'him. They levelid
their guns and' ordered ths party o
stop. \I1~- Sammons had a bunch of
flowers ~her hands ‘apd she wavad
these it thm‘n p-umm-;ing them friendly
Koreans. In the meantime the  can-
sul-zenernl came up, Rnd it was only
wlth difficulty that he was able Lo
show the men that theyeawers Ameri-
cans and to keep ‘them' from firing.
Had thege Emp Yungs done as many of
their fellows frequently’ do—thut 'ls,
shoot on sight—the boy would have
been 'killed.

The Ioreana and the Unfted Stnies

This attack upon the consul-general
had  nothing whatever tp do with' the
feeling which many patriotic IKoreans
now hold in regard to. our country.
Until ‘the prezent they have always
looked upon us-as their hest Ifrlends
among the nations, Tt was our govern-
ment which’ made tho first treaty that
opened thelr land to the warld,  This
was In'1882, when Commodorp Shufeldt
came here with p fleet and had a copn-
ference with the Hing.

In this treaty it was stated that If
other powers dealt unjustly or opprow=
sively “with Korea ‘that tha United
States would Interfere and try to bring
about an amicable arrangement, The
Koreans. construed this: as meaning
that' wa'would suppart: them againsg
any, other ‘mnatlon in presercving .theaip
{ndepandence;  Before - the 'Emperor

wns depoeed he sent commissioners ito:

Amerlea, asking  our ald agalnst: ina

snpanese and tha commissioneys ware |

notirecelved, | Many of the ppople look
upon this'as a'hreach aof intgrnational
fnlth, and fesl that we haya sold them
aut to Japan.: 2
1t was this that lobgely c‘rt'hsecl the
aeEassination of Stevens.s - He wae nn
Ameriean in the employ of the 'Jap-
anese, and was then on hlgoway ta
Washington, as they ‘thought, to-put
anothar nall In ICorea's cofn; | “Thuy
wele woefully mistaken, for Stevens,
UEe his master, Prince Ito, was ona
of tha ‘hest frlends that the Tiovean
people have ever hodland he was 1p-
horing to glve them Independendge une
derthe proteotion of Japan, |
J understand that the | vaceht: vislk
of our:fleet to dnpan wos anothar thorn
in the fesh af of Koren,as In-that nct
we ' gaamed Lo, have ‘allled ‘ourselyes
with thair enemy.  The firat report of
the fest which was distributed: ovay
Korea wag/ that [t was comlpng to va-
paptura this eountry snd pyt the ra-
tired ‘Emperor back: on ‘hig throne B8
well as:.te conquer Japan, | o
Another story published 1ast fall RS
that 8,000 Amerleans wera coming o
Korea to epy outitha landiandiprepara
tha, way taria hig force whichishaull
puntsh Japan Bhis, when sifted down,
proved. Lo be.ihe smallocompany:
men cabdwoman who have lwineas i
vivad ! tram Hngkand koo nnua_ L
Szllv.ltlnu Arimycmovament ;
5
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ARE SINPLE,

pare not allowad to sail for the Uited

i States from any of the Korean ports
[and If they Bhould go to China they
| would 'be kept from salling tn Amer-
fea vin Shanghal, Some of.the people
want to go just because they cannot.
| One such came to one of our misslon-
aries the other day and asked him to
,ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂge some way for him te get out
{of the country. He sald: *“It is the
| strangest Lhing thal 1 never wanted
to yvisit ‘Amerlca hefore, but now that
I cannot, I'am crazy to go.”

I believe this pollcy iz a mistake on
the part of the Japanese, They should
allow the Karecans to go where. they
please and tell them that they will ald
them in getting away. " The probabillty
8 that o very few might migrate, but
the masses would nopreciate: the faoir-
nesg af Such a method and it would
make them more friendly to Japan.

The misslonarles say that the Ko-
reang are much llke children, and they
judge such matters for Lthemselves,
They are kindly ‘disposed  to. foreign-

rs and. ‘never enl] them' "Jesus devils'

nd ! “roreign devils,! as da the Chi-
none They have nlways been frlendly
el
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do other suffering: women_ 1o prove that Lydia E.
Vegetable Compmmd is' a reliable and honest medicine,
statements made in our arl\'ertlsementa regarding its merit

Pinkham's .
and that the
are the

to us, and it was a great blow when
our minlster was the first of ‘all'the
foreign diplomats to be called away.
The generalsopinion’'is thap it wns nlso
fa blunder to toke away 'Dri Allen ns
the Ameriean representative In Korea,
Ha wad the dean of the corps. and he
had more Influence’ among the. people
than any forelgner who has aver come
to Korea. The Japanese made n mls-
take n antagonizing him, Had he
been made thelr friend he would have
been of great value to both them and
the ‘Koreans In the present situatlon.
The Unruly Japancse Elenent.

One of Ltha blg problems of the Japanese
government in Korea in the control of their
own  people, The higher officials: and the
offfcara of the army are dding all they can
to bring about peace, to:giva justlce o tha
Korcans, and to develop the couniry nlong
modern lines, They are hampered by hav-
ing a great horde of the woral elemsnt of
the jand of the Mikade, which hes rushed
In to explolt Korea for all it Is worth, This
element; consiats of iha ragtag and bobtall
of the armles of Mdnchurla, of ths blood-
rucking, land-grasping, money lendera ol
Japan, of the toughs from tihe slums af
many of the clileg anil of the seum of Lhu
overcrowded western part of Lhe Japanesa
empire, whose clvillzation ls rar below thiay
of the eastern goasts, It compriars all such
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_ Call Contract Deparrment

.lmmhln Ialel

HEN' there is sickness
in the house an Exten-
n Wall Set on your "Bell

[posmb]e convenience,
t an absolute necessity. At
other times the Extension

$1.00 PER MONTH
IN RESIDENCES

PHONE AND
oF WRGHN]A

Yone meets are not friendly:

i id,
jthls iz rorbidden,
the !p,'pllir over the debt going back to the
i debor

pomition 16 cmeEt artractive:

Can Cancer Be Cured?
IT GAN.

We want every man and woman
in the United States to know what
we are doing. We'are curing Can-

| cers, Tumors and ' Chronic Sorea

‘without the use ol the knife or hy

x ray. and are indoreed. by the

and Legislature of Virginia

PH\'S!CIA."\!: TREATED FREE
e Guarantea Our Cures,

Kellam Hospital,

1617 West  Main| Streat;
RIGHMOND, VIRGINIA:

SicK HERDAGHE
CARTERS

thesa Little Pills,
ITTLE

IVER

digestion and Too Heart™
Eating. A peelect Temu-
edy for Dizziness, Nauses,
Drowsiness, Bad Tasta
in the Mouth,  Coated
Tongue, Faln in the Sids,
A TORFPID LIVER. 'i‘heu
regulate the Bowels, FPurely Vegotable.

SHALL PILL. SMALL DOSE.. SMALL PRICE,
m Genuine Must Bear,

fraee Fac-Simile Signature - g
1] : o
v

ER
PILLS.

el |RecuSE SURRTITUTES.

PILLS.

characters 1% go to our minlng camps om
the nolse of n blg gold discovery. Them
urd gamblers and rowdles,
loafers and men whe have left thealr country
for  thelr couniry'a good;
business men of shady reputation who are

glagd Lo make money' in any ‘questlonabla
Wiy,
It waould .not” b falr in =ay. that

whale immigration s ‘ot this' nature, bul a
goodly pere of ir iz so, and as uaual’ the

bud men nnd/women push Lhelr way to the:

front. The facea of many of tha Japanoss

had no
of.

they thought you
Jind . make  no bones

you ‘us- though
right in- Kores,

brushing nsutust the forelgner or crowdluu'

him| to: the wide of the ropd. I1f therails
resentment thero I8 aure to ba trouble; and

if one s off by himsalf any away from the =

pollce, he may have'te fight for his rlghts
with ‘the odde all agninst hlm. I know ol
forelgn  men and women who have been
struek by drunken Japaness, and there'ars
numercus Instinces where the Korean eer=
vants of forelgnera have been lf-traated b.v
Japanese cooiles,
Money Sharks II.I:Iil. Land=lirabbers,

Tt ig from tnls alemant that the so-called

oulrages ol the Japanese upon the Moreans

ccme, and at present the stiuation la such: .
Tha:
a Japanesa will -
1o them on thelr housea and
lands on conaltion’ thot he is o) have thei

that It s difficult to hold it In ohack.
Koreana are sinrple, and
loan money

property’ if the debt 'lsi not pald. Thesa
lonns are at high rates of nterest, such as
have always boan common in Korea, I haar

of mortagages at ly per eent, a month; and :
mbout the lowest rote charged by any ohp

oulslds the bunks [8 24 per cent, yearly,
Buch  Intorgst ‘rutes aonn oal up the prop=
erty, amd It goes Into the hands of (the
Ju\mnr:sn In the past itheé Koreans have
beon loaning money to thelr fellows onicons
ditlon
ip withaut suly In cage the loans wera‘pot
By tha new laws 'af 'the Japanssa
and siles must bé made, !

and  tha creditor: gotting  only the
amouny  of his
cryed, 'Mpstool
of this new law, nnd an unscrupulous|crods
itoy can eften |.-1Hn B $10.000 property. forin
loan, of §5000 or less I ‘the man ' cannot
raige the money o cash.at tha lea 1t In
due,

T undecstapd Chat
mnnd_,- lenders  Just

lpan and: the inlarest  acs

Koraj' 1 o\errun with
now,  and “that  much

CUhE town proparty has alveady | Boan
muru.a;ed. 1t is | estimated that at . least
5 per osnt. of ‘the holses ' of Seoul’ and
other. Horean citles .are incumbered
One af tha Koreanpape timatas  tha
mortages of Hadul ot 50 per By und skates

thal the Japdnese go nbodl “and \arl‘nr-tn
make loang Lo dayiaf thu-nrnl‘lurp‘ ‘aiTar
avhoaw wliling: to take, mrm. I"ntv p

10

TRareans. He r.l'rrruw\ wihthauy
ha-shill moet his dabt. wie
teresti acnumulaiog: Aan o
aplyi Indesd, the mirdspest
Korean lands and houses
into the hiands ot .hmnn
adatlkd theag. i
Ight, ¥

—)ra. Mary Wood, LE.D.

They also relieve Dis- -
tresa from Dyspepala, In-

drunkards (and.
and’ thare ‘ore.

the

They atare ati

that the property  should ba gjnn 5

the Ioreans do nol: know




